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                  UMPIRE’S   WHISTLE
Hi all.
Firstly I want to again thank all the provincial umpires, for all hard work, in various provinces, where tournaments took place in August.

I understand the frustrations that you have had to endure, to ensure all clubs in your province complied.

I would like to bring up some issues.

Rule-8( f) bad or foul language.

I’m not sure how players have been brought up by parents, but this year alone, we have had incidents where players have abused umpires,  as well as their own team mates.

Understand one thing- we are not here as umpires to amuse your personal interest, we have a duty to perform, otherwise YOUR game cannot continue.

It cannot be tolerated, that a player, who directly proportional, to their own lack of preparedness, takes it out on an umpire.

Take your abuse somewhere else, not to the umpires, who are helping you, are unpaid, give up their time, and take abuse – forget it- watch this space.!!!!!!!

Horse welfare.

I’m not sure where this is going, but I have the suspicion, players are not preparing properly, and due to this, the horse takes the knock.

It is not the horses fault YOU missed the goal, YOU didn’t bounce the ball over the penalty line, didn’t go into the lineout properly plus plus plus.

Peter Choice summed it up very clearly – the 6 P’s

Proper

Prior

Planning

Prevents

Poor

Performance.

My version has 7 P’s but no 7 cannot be heard here.

We understand the financial burden SA is in, but lack of owner player horsemanship, has deteriorated, and it has to stop!!!!

Rules are rules, and the disciplinary committee are presently working on players who have during this year, abused the system- again watch this space!!!!!

Umpires ponies.

It is amazing to see how teams present their umpires ponies for umpire duties.

We are NOT there to school your horse, just because your team didn’t plan.

It has happened that umpires have requested  replacement horses, what a joke people. You want a fair game don’t you???? So why give an umpire a horse, that they have to fight to ride-

And, you complain because the umpire penalized you- maybe, if your team prepared properly, the umpire had a good horse to ride, your team would benefit because the umpire would-

· Keep up in the game

· Be able to throw the ball properly in the lineout

· See the down hits, or the body shots, or the elbows.

· Ensure fair play to both teams.

Makes you think doesn’t it.

Anyway, just ponder the thoughts above, take your game seriously and to the rules, and Polocrosse will always be the winner.

Cheers

Gav Flowers.

UMPIRE’S REPORT FOR SA CHAMPS 2016 – BETHAL

CONGRACTULATIONS TO EVERYONE WHO UMPIRED AT SA CHAMPS 16.
NOT 1 INCIDENT OF A UMPIRE DUTY MISSED OR UNABLE TO BE DONE.
EVERYONE AND I MEAN EVERYONE, DID THEIR DUTY OR MADE A PLAN ON THEIR OWN VIA THE COMMITTEE – only a couple though.

It was great to see Wes Flowers, doing his report on his IPC  umpire clinic in Australia, as well as assisting at many fields with umpires and their performance.

Wes has unfortunately not been able to get around due to work, and being in the agricultural field, 2016 has proved a major challenge.

I managed to get to almost every game and umpire duty, as the fields were conveniently placed, ensuring a field length walk to next field- well done Bethal.

It was great to see umpires doing their duties, without hassle or fuss, just getting on and doing their job.

Thank you all for doing your duties, and to many, 2 or more duties had to be done- thank you!

Wes , thank you for your time in helping others, and sharing your knowledge gained.

The final draw, was as chaotic as the entries, as we had depth in A and B divisions, which were straight after each other. -Making many umpire before their games- not a perfect situation.

A big reduction in numbers, directly made the draw very, very difficult, and the C division, being a 5 team draw made matters even more challenging.

Comments on the draw were heard, but until you have actually been directly involved in a championship draw, you will never understand.

Amazingly, tack problems were in abundance, with over reach boots coming off as top of the list. As we know, an over reach boot of sorts, is a rule for the safety of a horse.

My calculations overall- showed we lost 1 hr 15 min, in total for repairs or replacement of this. What a waste of time!!!!!!

It is amazing that care from the rider on over reach boots, seems to almost be an over sight of tack, and does not appear to be taken as seriously as it should.

Horse welfare seemed to take its course with no fewer than 6 horses being replaced, due to various issues. Thank you to David Armitage the horse welfare officer, your work was definitely cut out for you this 

SA Champs.

Our condolences to Ian and Hazel Stanley on their horse during the last chukka of the final game on Sunday.

To the host club Bethal, thank you for all that you and your province Mpumalanga did, to ensure a busy but great SA Champs( by the way, where do you last see, a green A field in August on the Highveld).

Thank you for being great hosts , something Bethal  club always has done.

Cheers

Gavin Flowers

SA CHAMPS 2016 – RESULTS
A Division Championship
Channey Cup




NYATI/PADDOCK A
A Division Handicap

Mortimer Motors Trophy (replaced by 
BISHOPSTOWE/UMVOTI A



Allisons National Open Div trophy)
 


B Division Championship
Ivan Gifford Trophy (returned)

BETHAL A

 
B Division Handicap

Gromor Tray 




KENTUCKY A
C Division Championship
Kyalami Floating Trophy  


HILTON/SHONGWENI B


C Division Handicap

Kathleen Young Trophy 


WALKERVILLE B

D Division Championship
Gromor Trophy (replaced by pasa trophy)
BETHAL B
D Division Handicap

Doc Sinclair Trophy
(none)


LIMPOPO B
E Division Championship
Curtis Cup



BETHAL C

E Division Handicap


Dorita Neidman Trophy (none)
JUNIOR ROVERS A

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Robin Sparks Memorial Trophy
Horse & Rider

(no trophy)
Elri Van Der Merwe/Dublin
Paul Oldfield Memorial Trophy
Most Worthy No.3      

Patrick O’Sullivan
Hullett Aluminium Trophy

Player Development 


Port Elizabeth
Robbie Odell Memorial

Most goals  scored in a    

Stefan Harris






chukka in A Division 


Farmers Weekly


Umpire of the Year


Emma Hall
George Rautenbach Memorial
Player of the Year 


Ross Beukes

Ginny Herbert







Elri Van Der Merwe - Dublin
Golden Pony







Daresay – Gordon Shaw
Bomber Nel Trophies

Best Jnr/Horse







Zack Hooper


NATIONAL TEAM  TO TOUR AUSTRALIA IN APRIL 2017
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING PLAYERS ON YOUR SELECTION FOR THE NATIONAL TEAM

LADIES






MEN

JEAN HACKLAND





STEFAN HARRIS

CALEY HIGGS





GRAHAM MACLARTY
LEIGH HIGGS





JAN ALBERT STEENKAMP
CELICIA JACOBS





RETIEF STEENKAMP

DAWNAY JACOBS





TRAVIS TIMM

NATALIE MACLARTY




ATTIE VAN WYK

ELRI VAN DER MERWE




NICO VAN WYK

RESERVE:  JACQUIE MINNAAR



RESERVE: SCOTT HOSKING
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September
1
-
Sarah Kickhofel

-
Jacolien Brits
2
-
Jordyn Staniland

-
Joanna Strauss
3
-
Phephe Buthelezi
4
-
Chloe Hatch


-
Caroline Minnaar
5
-
Mickey Kane

-
Sebastian King

-
Sophie Withoft

6
-
Robert Anderson


-
Brent Von Benecke
7
-
Anthony Christodoulou
8
-
Adriana Cilliers

-
lance Hosking

-
Edric Badenhorst
9
-
Joshua Cook


-
Bomber Nel



10
-
Theunis Linde




-
Megan Soal



12
-
Jessica Rutherford




-
Kristen Harrington




-
lauren Kuhn




13
-
Daniel Bunge



15
-
Chelsea McDonald




-
Karen Odell



16
-
Codi Campbell




-
Josh Hallé




-
Dane Csaszar




20
-
Jessica Heaver



21
-
Linda Nienaber




-
Zoe Lambert





-
Tony Windt



22
-
Andrew Human





-
Chelsey Cooper





-
Jani Peel




-
Paul Herman





-
Michelle Wiehahn




23
-
Derek Van Niekerk




-
Maverick Gillespie



25
-
Lita Timm



28
-
Ashley Cooper




-
Tayla Mansfield





-
Henk Dafel





-
Sandy Fortmann





-
Wynand Groenewald





-
Jan Albert Steenkamp




29
-
Bianca Du Toit



30
-
Charles Hallé




-
Michelle Withoft
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HORSES, etc   
Contact Caron Visser 0835381203
[image: image7.jpg]




[image: image8.png]



